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Let's Talk 2 


Unit 1 


Yes/No Bingo 


Activity type 


Game 


Time 


20-25 minutes 


Preparation 


Photocopy one game sheet for each student. 


Procedure 


Have students form pairs. Give each student a sheet. Have them work with their partner 
to fill in all the squares with yes/no questions. Explain that no wh- (who, what, when, 
where, why) questions should be included on their sheets. When all the pairs have 
finished, ask students to stand up and to work individually to ask other classmates the 
questions. The students should write the name of a classmate on the line below only if 
his or her answer to the question is “yes.” The first student to get five names in a row 
(horizontally, vertically, or diagonally) is the winner. 


Option ) > Give students the game sheet without the question cues to make the 
activity more challenging. 
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Let's Talk 2 


Unit 1 


Name: Date: 

Complete each square with a different yes/no question. Then stand up, move around the class, and ask 
your classmates the questions. Write the name of a classmate on the line below only if his or her answer 
to the question is “yes.” The first student to get five names in a row (“Bingo!”) is the winner. 


Have you ever 

? 




Did you 


yesterday 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 


Can you 

? 


Is your favorite 
color 

? 



(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 



Do you 

? 




(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 


Is your hobby 

? 


Can you 

? 




(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

Did you 




Have you ever 

? 

yesterday? 


(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 
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Let's Talk 2 


Unit 1 


Name: Date: 

Complete each square with a different yes/no question. Then stand up, move around the class, and ask 
your classmates the questions. Write the name of a classmate on the line below only if his or her answer 
to the question is “yes.” The first student to get five names in a row (“Bingo!”) is the winner. 







(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 






(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 






(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 






(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 






(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 

(name) 
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Let's Talk 2 


Unit 2 


What’s the question? 


Activity type 
Time 

Preparation 

Procedure 


Pair guessing game 
10-15 minutes 
None 

Model the task by writing three answers to questions about yourself on the board. Tell 
students that they will play a game to guess the correct question for each answer. For 
example: 


Lasagna 

Blue 

Baseball 


Have students suggest possible questions for each word on the board. For example, for 
Lasagna, students might guess “What’s your favorite food?” or “What do you like to 
cook?” For Blue , students may guess “What’s your favorite color?” or “What color is 
your car?” For Baseball , questions could include “What’s your least favorite sport?” or 
“What sport do the New York Yankees play?” 

Tell students to work alone. Tell them to write three answers to questions about 
themselves. Then put them into pairs to take turns guessing the questions. If time allows, 
have students form new pairs and go through the guessing again. 


Option When everyone has finished, find out which students guessed the 
questions to their partner’s answers the fastest and which student (s) came up with 
the most challenging answer to be matched by a corresponding question. 
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Let's Talk 2 


Unit 3 


What are we cooking? 


Activity type 


Time 


Preparation 


Procedure 


Pair puzzle 
10-15 minutes 

Photocopy one recipe sheet for each student. 

Have students form pairs. Give each student a recipe sheet. Explain that each recipe 
sheet has two different recipes - one for pancakes and the other for chili con carne - 
mixed together. Their task is to separate the two recipes and put the steps in the correct 
order. Tell students that they can do this either by cutting up the list of ingredients and 
the procedures or by rewriting the recipes. 


Option Set up a contest: the pair that unscrambles the recipes first wins. 


Correct recipes: 


Chili con came 


Ingredients: 

Directions: 

1 tbsp salad oil 1 lb ground beef 

1. Mince garlic and chop onions, green pepper, and 

1 clove garlic 1 lb beans 

celery. 

1 cup onion 2 cans of tomatoes 

2. In a very big pot add in oil and saute garlic, onion, 

2 cups celery 1/2 tsp salt 

celery and green pepper until onion is light brown. 


3. Once the vegetables are cooked, add ground beef. 

1/2 cup chili powder 

Then cook until brown. 

green pepper 

4. Stir in kidney beans, tomatoes, salt, and chili powder. 


5. Simmer uncovered for 45 minutes. 


Pancakes 

Ingredients: 


Directions: 

1/2 cup flour 

maple syrup 

1. Melt the butter in a small pot. Then sift the flour, salt, 

1 tbsp sugar 

2 eggs 

and sugar into a large mixing bowl. 

1-1/2 cups milk 

1 tbsp butter 

2. Dig a hole in the center of the flour and break in the eggs. 

butter for frying 


3. Slowly add the flour into the eggs and gradually add 


milk until everything is completely mixed. 

4. Cover the bottom of a frying pan with butter and spoon 
in a small amount of pancake mixture. 

5. When the pancake bubbles, flip it over and cook until it 
is brown. Serve with maple syrup. 
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Unit 3 


Name: Date: 


Ingredients: 


Directions: 

chili powder 

1 tbsp salad oil 

• Simmer uncovered for 45 minutes. 

1 cup onion 

1/2 cup green pepper 

• In a very big pot add in oil and saute garlic, onion, celery, and green 

1 lb beans 

maple syrup 

pepper until onion is light brown. 

1 clove garlic 

1-1/2 cups milk 

• Slowly add the flour into the eggs and gradually add milk until everything 

1 tbsp butter 

1 tbsp sugar 

is completely mixed. 

2 cups celery 

butter for frying 

• Once the vegetables are cooked, add ground beef. Then cook until brown. 

1/2 cup flour 

2 cans of tomatoes 

• Cover the bottom of a frying pan with butter and spoon in a small amount 
of pancake mixture. 

1/2 tsp salt 

1 lb ground beef 

• Stir in kidney beans, tomatoes, salt, and chili powder. 

2 eggs 


• Melt the butter in a small pot. Then sift the flour, salt, and sugar into a 
large mixing bowl. 

• Mince garlic and chop onions, green pepper, and celery. 

• Dig a hole in the center of the flour and break in the eggs. 

• When the pancake bubbles, flip it over and cook until it is brown. Serve 
with maple symp. 


Chili con came 

Ingredients: 

Directimu: 

1 . 


2. 




3. 




4. 




5. 




Pancakes 

Ingredients: 

Directions: 

1 . 


2. 




3. 




4. 




5. 
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Let's Talk 2 


Unit 4 


Naomi’s family 


Activity type 


Pair puzzle 


Time 


20-25 minutes 


Preparation 


Photocopy “Student A” sheets for half of the class and “Student B” sheets for the other 
half, and a blank family tree diagram for everyone. 


Procedure 


Divide the class into two groups: “Student A” and “Student B.” Then within each group, 
have students form pairs. Give each student a blank family tree and either a student A or 
a student B worksheet. Point out that the “Student A” pairs have information about her 
father’s side of the family and the “Student B” pairs have information about her mother’s 
side. Explain that the task is to fill in Naomi’s family tree. When the pairs are finished, 
put them into new pairs - with each “Student A” joining a “Student B.” Tell students to 
ask questions about Naomi’s family to complete her family tree. 


Option j> Cut out the sentences from either the “Student A” or the “Student B” 
sheet. Tape them around the classroom or in the hallway. Divide the students into 
pairs. Do a “running dictation,” where one partner runs to look at the sentence, 
memorizes it, runs back to the other partner, and dictates the sentence. When both 
partners agree that their sentence matches what is taped on the wall, the other 
partner does the same. Students continue until all the sentences are written down. 
When everyone has finished one set, hand out the other set and have them finish 
Naomi’s family tree. 
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Let's Talk 2 


Unit 4 


Student A 

1. You have information about Naomi’s family, but only on her father’s side. With another 
“Student A,” try to draw the family tree using the sentences below. 

1. Jennifer is Naomi’s grandmother. 

2. James is Jennifer’s son-in-law. 

3. Michael and John Jr. arejames’s brothers-in-law. 

4. Samantha is John Jr.’s wife. 

5. Andrea and Richard are Naomi’s cousins. 

6. Tracy is Andrea and Richard’s aunt. 

7. John is Tracy’s father. 

8. June is Andrea’s sister-in-law. 

9. Jennifer is John’s wife. 

10. Tracy is Naomi’s aunt. 

2. Now that you have Naomi’s paternal side of the family, here are the names of some family 
members on the maternal side of Naomi’s family. Find a “Student B,” and ask questions to find out 
who these people are. 

1. Mia 

2. Joshua 

3. Elsa 

4. Erin 

5. Gary 

6. Nathan 

7. Margaret 

8. Tom 

9. Lisa 

10. Tim 
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Unit 4 


Student B 

1. You have information about Naomi’s family, but only on her mother’s side. With another 
“Student B,” try to draw the family tree using the sentences below. 

1. Mia, Joshua, and Nathan are Naomi’s cousins. 

2. Tim and Elsa are Naomi’s grandparents. 

3. Margaret is Naomi’s mother. 

4. Lisa is Tim’s daughter-in-law. 

5. Erin is Margaret’s sister. 

6. Gary is Lisa’s husband. 

7. Tom is Erin’s husband 

8. Joshua and Nathan are Erin’s nephews. 

9. Mia is Margaret’s niece. 

10. Tom is Joshua and Nathan’s uncle. 

2. Now that you have Naomi’s maternal side of the family, here are the names of some family 
members on the paternal side of Naomi’s family. Find a “Student A,” and ask questions to find out 
who these people are. 

1. Tracy 

2. Michael 

3. June 

4. Richard 

5. John Jr. 

6. John 

7. Andrea 

8. Jennifer 

9. Samantha 

10. James 
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Let's Talk 2 


Unit 5 


What do you do? 


Activity type 


Group puzzle 


Time 


10-15 minutes 


Preparation 


Photocopy one set of occupations for each group of eight students. 


Procedure 


Divide the class into groups of eight students. There are three complete sets of 
occupation slips. Give one slip to each student in each group. Tell them to imagine 
they’re standing in a circle. Explain that each slip contains two occupations: their own 
and the occupation of the person standing in front of them. The task is to ask yes/no 
questions in order to find their place in the circle. 


Option y> To make the activity more challenging, have students do the activity as 
a class instead of in groups. 
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Let's Talk 2 


Unit 5 


Set 1 Set 2 Set 3 


You are a lawyer. The person 
in front of you is a doctor. 

_ 

You are an engineer. 

The person in front of you is a 
singer. 

You are a dentist. The person 
in front of you is a restaurant 

server. 

You are an actor. The person 
in front of you is a lawyer. 

You are a web page designer. 
The person in front of you is 
an engineer. 

You are a farmer. The person 
in front of you is a dentist. 

You are a construction worker. 
The person in front of you is 
an actor. 

You are a teacher. The person 
in front of you is a web page 
designer. 

You are a chef. The person in 
front of you is a farmer. 

You are an accountant. 

The person in front of you 
is a construction worker. 

You are a bank manager. 

The person in front of you 
is a teacher. 

You are a hairstylist. 

The person in front of you 
is a chef. 

You are a police officer. 

The person in front of you 
is an accountant. 

You are a receptionist. 

The person in front of you 
is a bank manager. 

You are a mail carrier. 

The person in front of you 
is a hairstylist. 

You are a nurse. The person 
in front of you is a police 
officer. 

You are a salesclerk. 

The person in front of you 
is a receptionist. 

You are a fisherman. 

The person in front of you 
is a mail carrier. 

You are an architect. 

The person in front of you 
is a nurse. 

You are a firefighter. 

The person in front of you is a 
salesclerk. 

You are a dancer. The person 
in front of you is a fisherman. 

You are a doctor. The person 
in front of you is an architect. 

You are a singer. The person 
in front of you is a firefighter. 

You are a restaurant server. 
The person in front of you 
is a dancer. 
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Let's Talk 2 


Unit 6 


What would you do if... ? 


Activity type 
Time 

Preparation 

Procedure 


Small-group discussion 
10-15 minutes 

Photocopy one set of discussion questions for each student. 

Divide the class into groups of four students. Give each student one discussion slip, and 
have them discuss the questions. 


Option y > In groups of six to eight students, have each student contribute at least 
one “What if. . . ?” question. When the group members have finished writing 
down their questions, ask them to exchange lists with another group and then 
discuss the questions. 
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Let's Talk 2 


Unit 6 


What would you do if . . . ? Discuss these questions with your group. 

What do you usually do if you are not working or studying? 

If the weather is nice, what do you usually do in your free time? What if the weather is bad? 

If you won the lottery, how would your life change? 

What would you continue doing? What would you stop doing? What would you start doing? 

What is a free-time activity that you would like to try? Why? 

What is something you would never do, even if somebody offered you a lot of money to do it? 

If you could be any athlete, who would you be? Why? 

X 

What would you do if . . . ? Discuss these questions with your group. 

What do you usually do if you are not working or studying? 

If the weather is nice, what do you usually do in your free time? What if the weather is bad? 

If you won the lottery, how would your life change? 

What would you continue doing? What would you stop doing? What would you start doing? 

What is a free-time activity that you would like to try? Why? 

What is something you would never do, even if somebody offered you a lot of money to do it? 

If you could be any athlete, who would you be? Why? 

What would you do if . . . ? Discuss these questions with your group. 

What do you usually do if you are not working or studying? 

If the weather is nice, what do you usually do in your free time? What if the weather is bad? 

If you won the lottery, how would your life change? 

What would you continue doing? What would you stop doing? What would you start doing? 

What is a free-time activity that you would like to try? Why? 

What is something you would never do, even if somebody offered you a lot of money to do it? 

If you could be any athlete, who would you be? Why? 

What would you do if . . . ? Discuss these questions with your group. 

What do you usually do if you are not working or studying? 

If the weather is nice, what do you usually do in your free time? What if the weather is bad? 

If you won the lottery, how would your life change? 

What would you continue doing? What would you stop doing? What would you start doing? 

What is a free-time activity that you would like to try? Why? 

What is something you would never do, even if somebody offered you a lot of money to do it? 

If you could be any athlete, who would you be? Why? 
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Let's Talk 2 


Unit 7 


Competition idioms 


Activity type 
Time 

Preparation 


Information-gap puzzle 
15-20 minutes 

Photocopy enough sheets labeled “Student A” for half of the class and enough sheets 
labeled “Student B” for the other half. 


Procedure 


Have students form pairs. For each pair, give one partner a “Student A” and the other 
partner a “Student B” sheet. “Student A” has the even-numbered idioms and the 
definitions for the odd-numbered idioms. “Student B” has the odd-numbered idioms and 
the definitions for the even-numbered idioms. Explain that the task is to match the 
idioms and their definitions. Write the following two models on the board as a guide: 


What’s the idiom that means ... 7 
What does . . . mean ? 


When all the pairs have finished this part of the activity, go over the answers. Next have 
them work together to complete the sentences with the correct idioms. Make sure they 
understand that it will sometimes be necessary to adapt the idiom either by changing or 
omitting the form of the verb or by using a different adjective or pronoun. 

Option j> Set up a contest where the pair that uses the most idioms properly in 
grammatically correct sentences wins. 


Correct answers 


1. to kick yourself - 

to be angry or annoyed with yourself 

2. to throw in the towel - 

to give up or quit something 

3. to be run down - 

to be physically exhausted 

4. par for the course - 

something that is expected or usual 

5. sink or swim - 

in an extreme, unfamiliar situation, you 
do what you must do to survive or fail 

6. The ball is in your court. - 

it is your turn to take the next step or 
do the next action 

7. to play hardball - 

to act forcefully and aggressively in a 
situation, usually in business 

8. to throw a tantrum - 

to show anger suddenly, usually 
because you cannot get something 
you want 
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Let's Talk 2 


Unit 7 


a. I worked for fourteen hours yesterday and the day before that. I’m really run-down , 
and I need to sleep! 

b. John tried many times to snowboard, but because he broke his arm, he threw in the towel . 

c. Margaret is late again today! In fact, she’s always late. I guess it’s just par for the course ! 

d. I want to kick myself ! I made some really stupid mistakes on my exam! 

e. A lot of university freshmen fail the first year because it’s so difficult. It’s sink or swim ! 

f. I don’t care if Gerard was really tired. He’s too old to throw a tantrum just because 
his soup was cold! 

g. Large corporations usually get what they want because they have enough money to 
play hardball with anyone who disagrees with them. 

h. Tim and Sara had a big fight. Tim sent Sara some flowers and now the ball is in 
Sara’s/her court. 
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Let's Talk 2 


Unit 7 


Name: 

Date: 

Student A 

1. Work with a partner. Ask and answer questions to complete the chart. 

1. 

2. to throw in the towel - 

to be angry or annoyed with yourself 


3. 

4. par for the course - 

to be physically exhausted 


5. 

6. The ball is in your court. - 

to do what you must to survive in an 


extreme, unfamiliar situation 


7. 

8. to throw a tantrum - 

to act forcefully and aggressively in a 


situation, usually in business 



2. Now put the correct idioms in the correct sentences. 

a. I worked for fourteen hours yesterday and the day before that. I’m really_, 

and I need to sleep! 

b. John tried many times to snowboard, but because he broke his arm, he_. 

c. Margaret is late again today! In fact, she’s always late. I guess it’s just_! 

d. I want to_! I made some really stupid mistakes on my exam! 

e. A lot of university freshmen fail the first year because it’s so difficult. It’s_! 

f. I don’t care if Gerard was really tired. He’s too old to_just because his soup was 

cold! 

g. Large corporations usually get what they want because they have enough money_ 

with anyone who disagrees with them. 

h. Tim and Sara had a big fight. Tim sent Sara some flowers and now_. 
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Unit 7 


Name: 

Date: 

Student B 

l.Work with a partner. Ask and answer questions to complete the chart. 

1. to kick yourself - 

2. 


to give up or quit something 

3. to be run-down - 

4. 


something that is expected or usual 

5. sink or swim - 

6. 


It is your turn to take the next step or do the 


next action. 

7. to play hardball - 

8 . 


to show anger suddenly, usually because 


you cannot get something you want 


2. Now put the correct idioms in the correct sentences. 

a. I worked for fourteen hours yesterday and the day before that. I’m really_ 

and I need to sleep! 

b. John tried many times to snowboard, but because he broke his arm, he_ 

c. Margaret is late again today! In fact, she’s always late. I guess it’s just_! 

d. I want to_! I made some really stupid mistakes on my exam! 

e. A lot of university freshmen fail the first year because it’s so difficult. It’s_ 

f. I don’t care if Gerard was really tired. He’s too old to_just because his 

soup was cold! 

g. Large corporations usually get what they want because they have enough money_ 

with anyone who disagrees with them. 

h. Tim and Sara had a big fight. Tim sent Sara some flowers and now_. 
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Let's Talk 2 


Unit 8 


Transportation of the future 


Activity type 


New product creation and poster design 


Time 


20-25 minutes 


Preparation 


Give each pair or small group a sheet of poster paper. 


Procedure 


Tell students to pretend that they are transportation engineers. They are going to create a 
new form of transportation that uses something other than oil or gas for fuel. As a class, 
brainstorm a list of fuels or energy sources that might be used in the future, such as food 
waste, human-generated power, animal waste, water-generated power, solar power, wind 
power. Then have students form pairs or small groups. Assign each pair or group one of 
the following types of transportation: 


on the sea 
below the sea 
with four wheels 
with two wheels 
by air 
by rail 


Tell students they are going to design a new form of transportation that can be used with 
one of the forms of fuel or energy that they came up with during the brainstorming 
session. Explain that they should not draw on their poster paper until they have finalized 
their ideas. 


Option f Hang the finished posters around the classroom, and have students vote 
on the best idea and the best design. 
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Let's Talk 2 


Unit 9 


What a vacation! 


Activity type 


Information gap 


Time 


15-20 minutes 


Preparation 


Photocopy “Student A” sheets for half the class and “Student B” sheets for the other half. 


Procedure 


Divide the class into two groups: “Student A” and “Student B.” Have students form pairs 
with someone in the same group. Next, give one information sheet to each pair. Working 
with this partner, the students should write questions that will help them fill in the missing 
information. For less advanced students, write the following information on the board: 


Who? - find, a person 

What? - find general information 

Where? -find a place 

When? - find a time 

Why?/How come? -find a reason 

How? - find a method 

How long? - find a distance or period of time 

How much? -find a price 

How big/tall/heavy? -find a number 


When they are finished, put them into new pairs - this time with each 
“Student A” joining a “Student B.” Have them fill in the missing information by 
asking their questions. 


Option f> Divide the class into small groups. Have them either tell about a funny 
travel experience of their own or make one up. Ask volunteers to share their 
stories with the class. 
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Unit 9 


Correct story: 

Ming is an international student from 1. Taipei, Taiwan . He is studying 2. psychology 
at the University of Colorado in Boulder. During his summer vacation, he decided to 
3. visit a friend who was living in Oakland, California . 


He knew that it was important to check in early, so Ming arrived at the airport 
4. three hours before his flight . At the airport, he quickly went to the airline counter, checked 
his bag, and got his boarding pass. Ming was hungry but he didn’t have a lot of money. 

He had 5. his bank card and decided to get more money when 6. he arrived in Oakland . 

Because Ming arrived so early, he had a long time to wait. He put on his Walkman and took a nap. 
He woke up when 7. somebody accidentally bumped him . It was a good thing because 
8. the airline was calling his flight . He grabbed his backpack and ran to his gate. He boarded 
the plane and found his seat. He was happy because the plane was not very full. The flight 
to Oakland was not very long but now he could 9. stretch out his legs and sleep some more. 

He woke up again when the flight attendant gave him 10. a customs declaration form for 
11. New Zealand . He looked at his watch. They had left Boulder 12. twelve hours ago ! 

He stopped a flight attendant and asked where the plane was going. She looked at him 
strangely and said, “ 13. Auckland, New Zealand .” He was on the 14. wrong plane ! 

When the plane landed, Ming couldn’t 15. get money from a bank machine because his bank card 
didn’t work in New Zealand machines! Fortunately, the airline thought his story was so funny that 
they gave him an 16. all-expenses-paid, one-week vacation ! An unfortunate accident turned out to 
be a good thing after all! 
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Name: 


Date: 


Student A 

1. Some of the information is missing from the story. Work together with another “Student A,” 
to write questions on a separate piece of paper to find out the missing information. 

Ming is an international student from 1. . He is studying psychology 

at the University of Colorado in Boulder. During his summer vacation, he decided to 
3. 

He knew that it was important to check in early, so Ming arrived at the airport three hours before 
his flight. At the airport, he quickly went to the airline counter, checked his bag, and got his 
boarding pass. Ming was hungry but he didn’t have a lot of money. He had 5. 
and decided to get more money when he arrived in Oakland. 

Because Ming arrived so early, he had a long time to wait. He put on his Walkman and took a nap. 
He woke up when 7. . It was a good thing because 

the airline was calling his flight. He grabbed his backpack and ran to his gate. He boarded the plane 
and found his seat. He was happy because the plane was not very full. The flight to Oakland 
was not very long but now he could 9. some more. 

He woke up again when the flight attendant gave him a customs declaration form for 
11. . He looked at his watch. They had left Boulder twelve hours ago! 

He stopped a flight attendant and asked where the plane was going. She looked at him 
strangely and said, “ 13. .” He was on the wrong plane! 

When the plane landed, Ming couldn’t 15. from a bank machine because his bank 

card didn’t work in New Zealand machines! Fortunately, the airline thought his story was so funny 
that they gave him an all-expenses-paid, one-week vacation! An unfortunate accident turned out to be 
a good thing after all! 

2. When you finish, pair up with a “Student B,” and ask your questions to get the missing 
information. 
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Unit 9 


Name: Date: 

Student B 

1. Some of the information is missing from the story. Work together with another “Student B,” 
to write questions on a separate piece of paper to find out the missing information. 

Ming is an international student from Taipei, Taiwan. He is studying 2. at the 

University of Colorado in Boulder. During his summer vacation, he decided to visit a friend who 
was living in Oakland California. 

He knew that it was important to check in early, so Ming arrived at the airport 
4. . At the airport, he quickly went to the airline counter, 

checked his bag, and got his boarding pass. Ming was hungry but he didn’t have a lot of money. 

He had his bank card and decided to get more money when 6. 

Because Ming arrived so early, he had a long time to wait. He put on his Walkman and took 
a nap. He woke up when somebody accidentally bumped him. It was a good thing because 
8. . He grabbed his backpack and ran to his gate. 

He boarded the plane and found his seat. He was happy because the plane was not very full. 

The flight to Oakland was not very long but now he could stretch out his legs and sleep some more. 

He woke up again when the flight attendant gave him 10. 
for New Zealand. He looked at his watch. They had left Boulder 12. ! 

He stopped a flight attendant and asked where the plane was going. She looked at him strangely 
and said, “Auckland, New Zealand.” He was on the 14. ! 

When the plane landed, Ming couldn’t get money from a bank machine because his bank card didn’t 
work in New Zealand machines! Fortunately the airline thought his story was so funny that they 
gave him an 16. ! An unfortunate accident turned out to 

be a good thing after all! 

2. When you finish, pair up with a “Student A,” and ask your questions to get the missing 
information. 
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How does this work? 


Activity type 


Pair activity 


Time 


15-20 minutes 


Preparation 


None. If you choose to do the optional activity, photocopy one set of instructions for 
each group. 


Procedure 


Divide the class into pairs. Ask them to name the last modern device that they bought 
and describe to their partner how the device works. For example, if a student recently 
bought a digital earner a/camcorder, ask him or her to explain how to take pictures and 
then switch to the record mode. 


Option Divide the class into groups of three or four students. Give each group 
a set of instructions, where each sentence is cut into a separate strip. Ask the 
students to put the directions into the correct order. 
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How to store a phone number in your cell phone: 


Turn on cell phone. 

:X 

Scroll through menu using arrow keys. 


Highlight address book and press enter. 


Scroll through address book menu using arrow keys. 


Highlight new address and press enter. 


Press key that corresponds to first letter of name you want to enter. 


Keep pressing the button until correct letter appears on screen. 


When correct letter appears, press enter. If you make an error, use correct arrow key to move backward. 


Continue adding letters until name is finished. Then press send. 


When the name is finished, add phone number up to 22 digits. Press send. 


After name and phone number have been entered, address book menu should appear. 
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What should we do with the garbage? 


Activity type 
Time 

Preparation 

Procedure 


Small-group discussion 
15-20 minutes 

None (possible prize for the contest winners) 

On the board, write the following list of objects that are commonly thrown away: 


soda bottles 
cans 

cardboard boxes 
Styrofoam cups 
plastic bags 
newspapers 
tires 

milk cartons 
phone, books 
glass ami plastic jars 
egg cartons 


Divide the class into groups of three or four students. Explain that the task is to come up 
with a new use for one of the objects on the board. Tell them to use their imaginations 
and to suggest something that is either very practical or completely outrageous. If 
needed, give an example, such as, “Tires can be used for shoe soles.” 


Option j > Set up a contest where the group that thinks of the most practical or the 
most imaginative idea wins. 
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What’s the headline? 


Activity type 


Matching and writing headlines 


Time 


10-15 minutes 


Preparation 


Photocopy one sheet of newspaper articles and headlines for each student. 


Procedure 


Have students form pairs. Give students a sheet, and have them work with a partner to 
match each article with the correct headline. When everyone is finished, tell them to 
write their own headlines for the two short articles at the bottom of the sheet. Then ask 
the pairs to share their headlines with the class. 


Option Have each pair write a headline. Then combine pairs into form groups 
of four or five students. The pairs should exchange headlines and write a short 
article to match the headline they are given. 
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There are four headlines and four articles. Work together with a partner to match the correct 
headline with the article. 


At 4:30 this morning, the Burks’ 
family cat, Jonesy, was acting very 
strangely Jonesy, usually a very 
quiet cat, started meowing loudly 
and running from room to room, 
scratching on doors. Annoyed 
family members woke up to find 
that their house was on lire! 
Jonesy also survived the fire and 
earned a can of tuna for breakfast. 


Stars help children 


How old? 


Last night, stars from television, movies, and music 
came out to help raise money for the local 
Children’s Hospital. Celebrities entertained the 
crowd with songs, skits, and speeches. The event 
raised $500,000 for new medical equipment. 


Peace rally ends in violence 


Police arrested 40 people 
yesterday after an argument 
started massive fights 
during an antiwar rally 
Police say that the fight 
started when one man 
asked another man to stop 
smoking. Friends soon got 
involved, and the small 
fight quickly went out of 
control. Twenty people 
were injured. 


Family pet saves lives 


Mrs. Rachael Murphy turned 110 
years old today, she thinks. Born 
sometime before 1900, Mrs. 
Murphy has no birth certificate to 
prove her exact age. She said her 
mother wasn’t exactly sure of the 
correct date, so at the age of ten, 
Mrs. Murphy just chose a day. 


Now it’s your turn. With your partner, try to write headlines for the following two articles. 
When you are finished, share your headlines with the class. 


Jane Gregory, 15, became the youngest 
person to swim across Lake Erie today. 
What makes her swim even more 
remarkable is that she has no hands or 
feet. When only two years old, Jane 
contracted meningitis, which destroyed 
the nerves in her limbs. Doctors were 
forced to amputate, but that has never 
stopped Jane from doing what she wants. 
The Prime Minister of Canada called her 
a brave young woman from whom we 
should all take inspiration. 
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The coast of India was hit by the biggest hurricane 
in that country’s history. Hundreds of thousands of 
people were forced from their homes. The president 
declared the area a natural disaster and said that 
cleanup efforts would take months. International aid 
has arrived, bringing much-needed food and water. 
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The best town in the world! 


Activity type 


Small-group discussion 


Time 


20-25 minutes 


Preparation 


Photocopy one discussion sheet for each student. Provide each small group with one 
sheet of poster paper. 


Procedure 


Divide the class into groups of three or four students. Give a discussion sheet to each 
student and a sheet of poster paper to each group. Tell students to read through the 
questions and deal with any unknown vocabulary or structures that may arise. Explain 
that they are town planners who are going to plan the perfect town. Using the questions 
as a guide, have students work in their groups to design a new town. When the groups 
finish their discussions, they should draw their new towns on the poster paper. Ask the 
groups to present - and explain - their towns to the rest of the class. 


Option Rather than have students work in groups to design a town, lead a class 
discussion about what makes a town “perfect.” 


Copyright © Cambridge University Press 





Let's Talk 2 


Unit 13 


Imagine that you are town planners. In your group, design the perfect town. Answer the 
following questions to help you think about what you want, what you need, and what you 
should have in your perfect town. 

• Think about your hometown. What are some things that are good about it? What are some 
things you want to change about it? 

• What is the ideal size for a town? How will the population affect the way a town is 
organized? 

• What sort of recreational buildings and entertainment venues should a town have? 

• How many hospitals are needed? 

• How many schools are needed? 

• Where is the best place for a business district? Should there be a main area just for business 
or would it be better if businesses were spread around the town? 

• Where is the best place for a residential area? 

• Where is the best place for an industrial area? 

• What sort of industries might benefit a town? 

• What are some environmentally friendly sources of energy that could be used? 

• What are some environmentally friendly things that could be done? 

• What ways can a town be made more bicycle-friendly? 

• How much green space should a town have? 
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What would you like to see? 


Activity type 


Small-group discussion 


Time 


20-25 minutes 


Preparation 


Photocopy one story line sheet for each student. Provide each small group with one sheet 
of poster paper. 


Procedure 


Divide the class into groups of three or four students. Give a story line sheet to each 
student and a sheet of poster paper to each group. Tell them to read their story lines and 
deal with any unknown vocabulary or structures that may arise. Explain that they work 
for a movie studio. Working in their groups, they must choose one movie story line to 
develop, make up a title for the film, and create a poster to advertise it. To attract the 
attention of moviegoers, encourage students to add made-up quotes from movie critics 
and a catchy line describing the film. When the groups finish, ask them to present their 
posters to the rest of the class. 


Option y > When the posters are finished, post them around the classroom and 
have students vote on the most original and most effective advertising approach. 
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Imagine that you work in the marketing department of a big movie studio. Here is a list of 
movie story lines. In your group, choose one story line. Then create a title and a poster for 
your movie. 

• A handsome young man has a car accident and loses his memory. A beautiful nurse takes 
care of his body, mind, and heart. 

• Best friends grow up together in a poor neighborhood. One friend becomes a criminal, and 
the other friend becomes a police officer. 

• A boy and a girl meet on the subway. They have a great conversation, and get along very 
well. The girl gets off at her stop, but the boy forgets to ask for her name or phone number. 
The boy tries desperately to find the girl. 

• A hiker and his dog are missing. The police think it might be murder. The dog comes back 
with a bloody piece of the hiker’s clothing. 

• Some people are trying to take over the world. A spy must find out who they are and how to 
stop them. 

• A nuclear accident destroys an entire city. A man must travel back in time to stop the accident 
before it happens. 
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What are they doing now? 


Activity type 


Writing personal profiles 


Time 


20-25 minutes 


Preparation 


Photocopy and cut out one set of personal profiles for each group of eight students. 


Procedure 


Divide the class into groups of eight students. Hand out one profile slip to each student 
in every group. Point out that each slip contains information about a different person, 
including current age, education/background, occupation, and future goals. Tell students 
to read through the information and deal with any vocabulary issues that may arise. 
Then ask students to imagine that they are the person on their slip, and it is ten years 
later. What has happened to them in ten years? Ask them to think for a few minutes and 
make a few notes. Encourage students to be as creative as possible. If they have trouble 
getting started, write the following questions on the board: 


Are you married? Do you have children? 

Who did you marry? How many children do you have? 

Did you reachyour goal(s)? How? Ifnot, why? 

What are some excitmg things that have happened to you in the past 10 years? 


After a few minutes, tell the groups to imagine that they are old friends who meet after 
not seeing each other for ten years. Have group members mingle, exchanging 
information about what they are doing now and what has happened in the past ten 
years. If necessary, put the following model on the board: 


What have you done in the last 10 years? 

What have you been up to? 

What are you doing now? 

Are you married? Do you have any children? 

You said you wanted to ... . Did that ever happen? 
What happened to your plans for becoming . . . ? 


Option f Have students write an ideal autobiography of themselves ten years 
from now and then share the information in pairs or small groups. 
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Tomiko 

- age 22 

- going to college part-time, majoring in education 

- receptionist 

- would like to become a kindergarten teacher 

K 

Roberto 

- age 36 

- competes in martial arts competitions 

- dentist 

- wants to get married and have children 


Soo Min 

- age 24 

- finished an MBA 

- accountant 

- wants to become an actress 


Yasuhiko 

- age 28 

- just graduated from college with a degree in music 

- teaches piano to schoolchildren 

- wants to open his own music school 


Sasha 

- age 52 

- housewife 

- married with four children, no grandchildren 

- wants to become a lawyer 


Alexander 

- age 17 

- high school dropout 

- singer 

- wants to join a boy-band and become very famous 


Ming Chu 

- age 30 

- amateur ballroom dancer 

- computer programmer 

- married to his dance partner; they want to turn professional 


Ivan 

- age 40 

- recently emigrated from Russia 

- used to be a construction worker 

- wants to study architecture 
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That’s really funny! 


Activity type 


Pair “running dictation” 


Time 


20-25 minutes 


Preparation 


Photocopy and cut one sheet of sentences for the class, so that each sentence is on a 
separate strip. Use tape to stick the sentences on the walls of the classroom or outside in 
the hallway. 


Procedure 


Before you begin the activity, make sure all 16 sentences are taped on the walls, either 
inside the classroom or outside in the hallway. Have students form pairs. Tell each pair 
to take out a blank sheet of paper and number it from 1 to 16, leaving enough space to 
write a sentence next to each number. Explain that there are 16 sentences taped on the 
walls. The sentences tell a story. When you say “Go!” one member of each pair should 
run to one of the sentences, memorize it and its number, run back to his or her partner, 
and dictate the number and the sentence exactly as it is written. If the student can’t 
remember the sentence, he or she must run back and study the sentence again. Make 
sure the class understands that the student who memorizes the sentence must dictate it 
and may not write it down or read it aloud. When the sentence is complete, the other 
partner then goes through the same procedure until all 16 sentences are finished. 


Option y> To make the activity more challenging, remove the numbers from 
the sentences so that students finish the task by putting the sentences in the 
correct order. 
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1. John was a university student. 

K 

2. His university was far from his home and his girlfriend. 


3. One day, he received a letter from his girlfriend. 


4. The letter said, “Dear John, 


5. “I have found another boyfriend. 


6. “You have a very nice picture of me. 


7. “I want to give that picture to my new boyfriend. 


8. “Please send my picture back to me. Thank you.” 


9. John was very upset and angry at this news. 


10. He asked all his friends for pictures. 


11. His friends gave him pictures of their girlfriends, mothers, sisters, aunts, and grandmothers. 


12. John put all the pictures into a big box. 


13. He also put a letter into the box. 


14. The letter said, “Dear Girlfriend, 


15.1 put your picture in the box, 


16. but I can’t remember which one you are.” 
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